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LAFAYETTE RON HUBBARD 

A review of the records of the FEDERAL BUREAU OF 
INVESTIGATION (FBI), Los Angeles, California, reveals the 
following information: 

LAFAYETTE RON HUBBARD was born on March 13, 1911. in 
Tilden, Nebraska, and died in Creston, California, on January 24, 
1986. HUBBARD's cause of death was determined, by his personal 
physician, to have been the result of a stroke. 

HUBBARD was a science fiction writer, who gained some 
notoriety in the late 1940's for authoring various novels. In 
1950, he wrote "Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health." 
Through Dianetics, HUBBARD claimed "IQs could be raised, sight 
corrected, the common cold cured." Dianetics evolved into 
Scientology with the first church founded in Washington, D.C., in 
1954. SCIENTOLOGY has grown into an organization, self-described 
as being world-wide, encompassing four to five million adherents. 

During the initial formulation of the CHURCH OF 
SCIENTOLOGY, L. RON HUBBARD took an active role in the 
formulation of doctrine and the operation of the organization. 
In the early 1970's, HUBBARD transferred most of the 
responsibility for the every day operation of SCIENTOLOGY in the 
U.S. to his wife, MARY SUE, and world-wide to JANE KEMBER and 
MORRIS BUDLONG, headquartered in Sussex, England. On August 15, 
1978, MARY SUE HUBBARD, MORRIS BUDLONG, JANE KEMBER, as well as 
eight other SCIENTOLOGY officials were indicted by a FEDERAL 
GRAND JURY in Washington, D.C. on charges of Theft of Government 
Property, Conspiracy and Obstruction of Justice. L. RON HUBBARD 
was named as an unindiCted co-conspirator. All individuals 
indicted were subsequently tried, convicted, and sentenced to 
periods of four to five years incarceration. Judicial 
Proceedings were appealed to the UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT, 
which upheld all convictions. 

HUBBARD, during this period of Criminal Adjudication, as 
well as during the intervening seven years, had become a recluse. 
He did not grant any interviews nor did he appear in public at 
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any function during this period. His continued association with' 
Dianetics and SCIENTOLOGY is unknown; however, the day ,of hiss 
death, the current Director of SCIENTOLOGY, DAVID MISCAVIGE, was 
in attendance at the remote ranch that HUBBARD was living. 

1 
 Chief beputy Coroner, San' Luis Obispo 

County, California, has,a vised that he investigated the4eath,of 
LAFAYETTE HUBBARD. He indicated he was notified of HUBBARD's 
death by that individualIs personal physician, Dr. EUGENE DENK oh' 
January 25, 1986. Dr. DENK indicated that HUBBARD had died the 
previous evening at his ranch in remote San Luis.Obispo County, 
California, of a stroke, and that4  the family intended to cremate. 
the body the next day. Initial investigation by the SAN LUIS 
OBISPO SHERIFF'S OFFICE personnel did not disclose anything 
suspicious at the death scene; however, HUBBARD's lawyer, who was 
present, provided a Last Will and Testament, which was dated 
January 23, 1986. In order to eliminate any doubts as to cause 
of death, the SAN LOUIS OBISPO CORONER'S OFFICE decided to 
serform an. autopsy on the, body. 

indidated that when HUBBARD's body arcivna at- 
the funeral home the next day for the autopsy, Attorneys! 	i  I 
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presented'to the coroner,  a Certificate of Religious Belief; as 
set forth in U.S. Government Code SS27491.43; 

This document stated that based on religious beliefs, 
the undersigned, L. RON HUBBARD, objects to any postmortem 
anatomical dissections as this would violate religious 

. convictions This document was executed on January 20, 1986 and 
witnessed. 

stated that based,  on the:presentation of the 
Cettific e o e igious Belief and the laak of any evidence of 
foul,play, the autopsy was canceled. He did indicate that blood,  
samples were obtained and various toxicological tests performed 
with negative results. HUBBARD's fingerprints were obtained, 
were compared to those previously on filq at' the FBI, Washington, 
D.C., with a deterMination made that the fingerprints ptovided 
were identical to those of LAFAYETTE RON HUBBARD. 
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